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RELEVANT ENQUIRIES
(Athato Brahma-jijihasa)

(By His Divine Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder Acharya of the world wide Hare Krishna Movement)

(Originally appeared as an article in Back to Godhead, 1960)

A small child walking with his father goes on
enquiring constantly. He asks his father so many
odd things and the father has to satisfy him with
proper answers. When I was a young father in my
householder life T was overflooded with hundreds
of questions from the then second son who was my
constant companion. One day it so happened that a
bridegroom party was passing our tram car and the
four year old boy as usual enquired what was the
big procession. He was given all the possible
answers of his thousand and one question regarding
the marriage party and at last the question came
from him whether his father was married! This
queer question gave rise to a loud laughter for all
the elderly gentlemen present there but the boy was
astounded as to why we were laughing. Anyway the
boy was somehow satisfied by the married father.
And the lesson from this incidence is that a human
being, as he is a rational animal, is born to make
enquiries and questions. The greater the number of
questions, the greater is the advancement of
knowledge and science. The whole material
civilization is based on this originally volume of
questions by the man asking from the elderly
persons. The elderly persons give away the proper
answers to the questions of the youngsters and thus
the progress of civilization is made one step after
another. And the highest intelligent man makes

enquiries in what is next after death. Less intelligent

persons make less enquiries but in the case of
higher intelligence the questionnaires are still
higher and higher.

Maharaj Pariksit the great Emperor of the
whole world was accidentally cursed by a Brahmin
to meet death within seven days and that being
bitten by a serpent. The cursing Brahmin was a boy
only and yet he was so powerful but still without
knowing the importance of the great king the boy
foolishly cursed him to meet death within seven
days. The incidence was later on lamented by his
father whom the king had offended. When the king
was informed of the unfortunate occurrence, he at

once left his palace home and went to the bank of
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the Ganges near his capital for being prepared for
the impending death. And because he was a great
king almost all the sages and learned scholars
assembled there where the king was fasting prior to
his leaving mortal body. At last Sukadeva Gosvami
the youngest contemporary saint also arrived on the
spot and he was unanimously accepted for the chair
of the meeting even though his great father was also
present in that meeting. The king respectfully
offered him the chair and asked him relevant
questions in the matter of his passing away from the
mortal world which was to take place on the
seventh day thenceforward. The great king as the
worthy descendant of the devotee Pandavas made
the following relevant enquiries from the great sage
Sukadeva. He asked, "My dear Sir, you are the
greatest of the great transcendentalists and
therefore 1 beg to ask you submissively about my
duties at this moment. I am just on the verge of my
death and as such what should be done by me at
this critical hour. Please let me know my Lord also
what shall I hear now, what shall I worship or
whom shall I remember now. A great sage like you
does not stay at the house of a householder more
than necessity and it is my good fortune that you
have kindly come here at the time of my death.
Please therefore give me your direction at this
critical hour and oblige."

The great sage thus being pleasingly asked
by the king answered his questions authoritatively
as he was not only a great transcendental scholar
but also he was well equipped with the qualities of
God as he was the worthy son of Badrayana or
Vyasadeva. He said:-"My dear King, your enquiry

is very much relevant and it is also beneficial for all

the people for all the time. It is relevant because
such enquiries are the topmost of all other enquiries
on account of being confirmed by the teaching of
the Vedanta Darshan. It is Atmavit-sammatah i.e.,
those who are liberated soul with full knowledge of
spiritual identity-do put forward such relevant
enquiries in order to elucidate further informations

in the matter of Transcendence."

Sukadeva Gosvami Instructs Maharaj Pariksit

"Srimad ~ Bhagavatam" is the natural
commentation of the great Vedanta or Sariraka
siitras compiled by Srila Vyasadeva. The topmost
Vedic literature with nucleus of basic enquiries on
the transcendental subject of spiritual knowledge, -
is the Vedanta Siitras. Srila Vyasadeva compiled
this great treatise but still he was not satisfied in his
mind. He happened to meet at that time Sri Narada
his spiritual master who advised him to describe
the identity of the Personality of Godhead and
upon this advice only he meditated on the
principle of Bhakti Yoga which showed him
distinctly what is the Absolute and what is the
relativity or Maya. On perfect realisation of these
facts only he compiled the great narration of
the beautiful ~Srimad Bhagavatam which begins

from the practical and contemporary historical

facts in the life of Maharaj Pariksit. N “' E
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Bhavagrahi Janardana

(By His Divine Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder Acharya of the world wide Hare Krishna Movement)

(Originally appeared as an article in Back to Godhead, 1960)

(... contd from last edition)

Meanwhile, the brahmana Srutadeva,
simultaneously receiving Lord Krsna and His
associates at his home, was transcendentally
overwhelmed with joy. Srutadeva, being not at all
rich, offered only mattresses, wooden planks, straw
carpets and so on to Lord Krsna and the sages, but
he welcomed them to the best of his ability. He
spoke very highly of the Lord and the sages, and
with his wife washed the feet of each one of them.
After this, he took the water and sprinkled it over
all the family members. While Srutadeva was
welcoming Lord Krsna and His associates, he forgot
himself in transcendental joy. He brought fruits,
incense, scented water, scented clay, tulasi leaves,
kusa straw and lotus flowers. They were not costly
items and could be secured very easily, but because
they were offered with devotional love, Lord Krsna
and His associates accepted them gladly. The
brahmana’s wife cooked simple foods like rice and
dhal, and Lord Krsna and His followers were very
much pleased to accept them because they were
offered in devotional love. When Lord Krsna and
His associates were fed in this way, the brahmana
Srutadeva was thinking thus: “I have fallen into the
deep, dark well of householder life and am the most

unfortunate person. How has it become possible

that Lord Krsna, who is the Supreme Personality of

Godhead, and His associates, the great sages, whose
very presence makes a place as sanctified as a
pilgrimage site, have agreed to come to my place?”
While the brahmana was thinking in this way, the
guests finished their lunch and sat back very
comfortably. At that time, the brahmana Srutadeva
and his wife, children and other relatives appeared
there to render service to the distinguished guests.
While touching the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, the
brahmana began to offer beautiful prayers.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna, was very much pleased and immediately
caught his hands and addressed him thus: “My dear
Srutadeva, you may therefore accept all these great
saintly persons, brahmanas and sages as My bona
fide representatives. By worshiping them faithfully,
you will be worshiping Me more diligently. I
consider worship of My devotees to be better than
direct worship of Me. If someone attempts to
worship Me directly without worshiping My
devotees, I do not accept such worship, even
though it may be presented with great opulence.”

In this way both the brahmana Srutadeva
and the King of Mithila, under the direction of the
Lord, worshiped both Krsna and His followers, the
great sages and saintly brahmanas, on an equal level
of spiritual importance. Both brahmana and King

ultimately achieved the supreme goal of being
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transferred to the spiritual world. The devotee does
not know anyone except Lord Krsna, and Krsna is
most affectionate to His devotee. Lord Krsna
remained in Mithila both at the house of the
brahmana Srutadeva and at the palace of King
Bahulasva. And after favoring them lavishly by His

transcendental instructions, He went back to His

capital city, Dvaraka.

The instruction we receive from this
incident is that King Bahulasva and Srutadeva the
brahmana were accepted by the Lord on the same
level because both were pure devotees. This is the
real qualification for being recognized by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Because it has
become the fashion of this age to be falsely proud of
having taken birth in the family of a ksatriya or a
brahmana, we see persons without any qualification

other than birth claiming to be a brahmana or

ksatriya or vaisya. But as stated in the scriptures,
kalau sudra-sambhavah: “In this Age of Kali,
everyone is born a Sadra.” This is because there is
no performance of the purificatory processes
known as sarhskaras, which begin from the time of
the mother’s pregnancy and continue up to the
point of the individual’s death. Sex life without the
purificatory process of Krsna consciousness is
merely the seed-giving process of the sudras or the
animals. Krsna consciousness is therefore the best
process of purification. By this process everyone can
come to the platform of a Vaisnava, which includes
having all the qualifications of a brahmana. The
Vaisnavas are trained to become freed from the four
kinds of sinful activities—illicit sex, indulgence in
intoxicants, gambling and eating animal foods. One
cannot be on the brahminical platform without
having these preliminary qualifications, and

without becoming a pure devotee.
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GLIMPSES OF CELEBRATIONS ON ACCOUNT OF
AYODHYA SRI RAMA PRANA PRATISHTHA 2024
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GLIMPSES OF SRI GAURA POURNIMA 2024







Namamrta

This chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra is enacted from the p
spiritual platform, and thus this sound vibration surpasses all lower
strata of consciousness—namely sensual, mental and intellectual.
There is no need, therefore, to understand the language of the
mantra, nor is there any need for mental speculation nor any
intellectual adjustment for chanting this maha-mantra. It is
automatic, from the spiritual platform, and as such, anyone can
take part in vibrating this transcendental sound without any
previous qualification. (Srila Prabhupada in Krishna Consciousness
The Topmost Yoga System)

)
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Interesting Analogies from Scriptures

Analogy 1 :-
As a criminal is arrested for punishment by the constables of the state, a person engaged in criminal

sense gratification is similarly arrested by the Yamadutas, who bind him by the neck with strong rope and
cover his subtle body so that he may undergo severe punishment. (SB 3.30.20 T) U
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Analogy 2 :-
The development of the cosmic manifestation is like the fructification of a seed. When cotton is

transformed into thread, the cotton is no longer visible, and when the thread is woven into cloth, the thread
is no longer visible. Similarly, it is perfectly correct that when the seed that had generated from the navel of
Garbhodakasay1 Visnu became manifested as the cosmic creation, one could no longer understand where the
cause of the cosmic manifestation is. Modern scientists have tried to explain the origin of creation by a chunk
theory, but no one can explain how such a chunk might have burst. The Vedic literature, however, explains
clearly that the total material energy was agitated by the three modes of material nature because of the glance
of the Supreme Lord. In other words, in terms of the chunk theory, the bursting of the chunk was caused by
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. (SB 7.9.34 P) -
Analogy 3 :-

There is no mechanical process to see the form of the Lord. It completely depends on the causeless
mercy of the Lord. We cannot demand the Lord to be present before our vision, just as we cannot demand
the sun to rise whenever we like. The sun rises out of his own accord; so also the Lord is pleased to be
present out of His causeless mercy. One should simply await the opportune moment and go on discharging
his prescribed duty in devotional service of the Lord. (SB 1.6.19 P)

A .iGT_'.‘-*-l‘E.-‘.:}..

Pariprasna

Indian : Swamiji, in our ancient books Krsna has also been projected as a person who has lived for a certain
period of history, and who was associated with number of...relatives for temporary time. Our books of
literature also projected the Supreme Being as the perfect one. How do you reconcile the two things? How do
we accept that... Your teachings are based on the assumption that that person who lived for that period of
time is the perfect person. But how do you fundamentally assure that what He has said is correct? How do
you reconcile the two points?

Prabhupada : That I have already explained, that one has to understand Krsna. Janma karma me divyarm yo
janati tattvatah [Bg. 4.9]. Before your asking, I have already explained that if that person, Krsna, whom you
think that He lived for a certain period with friends and relatives just like ordinary man, if you simply study
what is this person, then you'll be comforted (competent?). Janma karma ca me divyarh yo janati tattvatah
[Bg. 4.9]. To understand Him in fact, it is not so easily. That is also explained in the Bhagavad-gita:

manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye
yatatam api siddhanarn
kascin mam vetti tattvatah
[Bg. 7.3]
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Out of many millions of persons, one becomes siddha, perfect. So that perfection is not complete
perfection. That perfection means aharh brahmasmi: "I am not this material body; I am spirit soul." So one
who understands this position of oneself is calculated as perfect, but yatatam api siddhanam [Bg. 7.3], in that
perfect stage if one endeavors to understand Krsna, yatatam api siddhanarn kascid, out of many such millions
of persons who trying to understand Krsna in perfection, one may understand. So it is not so easy. Janma
karma ca me divyam yo jana... [Bg. 4.9], again tattvatah. That factual understanding is possible. How it is
possible? Bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan yas$ casmi tattvatah [Bg. 18.55]. Only through devotion you can
understand. So these problems will be solved when you become a devotee. Then Krsna will reveal. Atah $ri-
krsna-namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih [Cc. Madhya 17.136]. If you try to understand that Supreme
Person Krsna, who comes before you as ordinary person, you can understand Him if you become His devotee.
Otherwise it is not possible. Atah s$ri-krsna-namadi. You cannot understand Krsna or His name, His form, His
pastimes, His activities—na bhaved grahyam indriyaih—by your imperfect senses. But sevonmukhe hi
jihvadau svayam eva sphurati. When you are engaged in His service, then He reveals Himself: "Here I am."
So this is the process. If you want to understand that person, Krsna, who is accepted as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, then you have to take shelter of bhakti-yoga and associate with bhaktas. Then it is
possible. Otherwise not. (Rotary Club Address- Hotel Imperial, Delhi, March 25,1976)
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Crossword Puzzle

Gauranga’s Names & His Associates
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Gauranga has unlimited names. Please find the names of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu , His associates &
pastime places in above puzzle.

o VISWAMBHARA
> VISVARUPA

> SADBHUJA

> LAKSHMIPRIYA
> RAMANANDARAYA
> SACIMATA

> MAYAPUR

> PRATAPARUDRA
> ISHVARAPURI
> NAVADWIPA

> SRIVAS

> NITYANANDA
>  ADWAITA

> GADADHARA




Crossword Puzzle

Answers for crossword puzzle from January 2024 edition
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He appeared from shalagram shila
when Srila Gopala Bhatta Goswami
had the desire to have a deity

Srila Rupa Goswami carved these
deities and gave them to Srila
Jiva Goswami for worshipping.

This deity was given to Shyamananda
Prabhu by Srimati Radharani Herself.

Curtain of this deity altar closes
every 15- 30 seconds

This is an iconic mandir established
by Srila Rupa Goswami. It is one of
the very popular and grand mandirs in
Vrindavan. The temple was razed by
Aurangzeb.

Srila Sanatan Goswami protected the
ship which was sinking, and so the
merchant who owned the ship built
a temple for this deity.

Third brother of Srila Rupa and
Srila Sanatana Goswamis

Srila Madhupandita Goswami
worshipped this deities

Important dates in April - June

Dates Event Breaking Fast
05-04-2024 Ekadashi Next day after Sunrise
17-04-2024 Sri Rama Navami Fasting till Sunset
19-04-2024 Ekadashi Next day after Sunrise
04-05-2024 Ekadashi Next day after Sunrise
19-05-2024 Ekadashi Next day after Sunrise
22-05-2024 Narasimha Chaturdashi Fasting till dusk
03-06-2024 Dvadasi Next day after Sunrise
18-06-2024 Ekadashi Next day after Sunrise




Sri Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyaﬁﬁama

&) (15 & &6V WLIT 65T
2 MEF6LD
KALYANOTSAVAM
SUNDAY, 7TH APRIL 2024

Celebrations 10 AM onwards

You are cordially invited to participate in this event for the pleasure of
Sri Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyabhama and get blessings of Their Lordships.

: U DAKSINA DWARAKA DHAM [/ %)

HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT CHENMAI CELEDRATES  ~gff 208

——
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20th May, 2024

sru RUKMINI DwADASHI

Vol Rukry

Highlights

wekam | Sandhya Arati | Kirtan | Festival discourse

All are cordially invited

N A PRARHLMIAS

HARE

MOVEMENT

Celebrations
5.40 PM onwards
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Sri Rama Navami

THE DIVINE APPEARANCE DAY OF SRI RAMACHANDRA

Highlights ‘ hllghts

Sri Rama A1shwc|ryum
(Celebrating 6 opulences
of Lord Roma)

= Rama Tatoko Homa
*  Nama Ramayanam

Wed. 17th April, 2024 | 5.30 pm onwards
*Fasting till sunset

All are cordially invited.

DAKSINA DWARAKA DHAM
HARE KRISHHA MOVEMENT CHEHNAI CELEBRATES
af mrdiow Gpuibd
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Sri Narasimba Jayanti
The divine appearance day
of Lord Narasimha

22nd May, 2024
5.30 PM onwards

*Fasting till dusk

Highlights

Abhishekam
Narasihma Homa
Narasimhavatara
drama

= Arati & Kirtan

All are cordially invited

“To deliver the plous and to annihilate the
miscreants, as well as to reestablish the
principles of religlon, | Mysell appear,
millennium after millennium. " -
(Bhagavad-Gita 4.8)

AT KHTPARENA IARE KRPCHSA KRECHNA KRUSHNA ARE VOAIE DUARL RAMA IUARE MARIA ANLA IANA BEANL HANL

HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT CHENNAI

(SERVING THE MISSION OF HIS DIVINE GRACE A C BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA)

\Ei KRISHNA

#63, 1ST SEAWARD ROAD, VALMIKI NAGAR, THIRUVANMIYUR, (NEAR MARUNDISWARAR TEMPLE) CHENNAI-600041

Necwonwa

HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE
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