Glimpses of Vaikuntha Ekadashi Celebration™
Page No. 19 i

- !
¢ . .
. | L
-
i - e
[
i

: 'Jig?) A

i | A P

"
'3".&"'-}.4~

-
L




THE HIGHEST LOVE

(By His Divine Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder Acharya of the world wide Hare Krishna Movement)

(Originally appeared as an article in Back to Godhead, 1970)

If one protects the tender creeper of devotional
service nicely, then gradually it will produce the
fruit of unalloyed love for God. Unalloyed love for
God means love that is not tinged by desire for
material  benefit, for mere philosophical
understanding, nor for fruitive results. Unalloyed
love is to know, “God is great, I am His part and
parcel, and therefore He is my supreme lovable
object.” This consciousness is the highest
perfection of human life and the ultimate aim of all
methods of self-realization. If one reaches this
point—God is my only beloved, Krsna is the only
lovable object—then one’s life is perfect. And when
one tastes that transcendental relationship with
Krsna, then one feels real happiness. The
devotional creeper will then be so strongly
protected that just by catching it, one will be able to
reach the supreme destination. If one climbs
steadily up a tree, one eventually comes to the very

top. Similarly, if one reach the transcendental abode
of Krsna and will can achieve love of Godhead by
catching that devotional creeper, there is no doubt
that one will associate with Him personally, just as
we are associating here, face to face. | g

& ’ &

God is not fictional or imaginary. He is as real as we
are (Actually, we are under illusion; we are living as
if this body were our factual self, although this body
is not at all reality, but only a temporary
manifestation). We dare to presume that there is no
God or that He has no form. This mental
speculation is due to a poor fund of knowledge.
Lord Krsna and His abode exist, and one can go
there, reach Him and associate with Him. That is a
fact. Spiritual life means to be in association with

the Supreme Lord and to exist in bliss and
knowledge eternally. Such eternal association

means to play with Krsna, to dance with and love

Krsna. Or Krsna can become your child—whatever

you like. g

Krsna is decorated by His mother

How to Love Krsna

There are five primary relationships with Krsna: as
a passive devotee, as a servant, as a friend, as a
parent, and as a lover. The cows in Krsna’s abode
are also liberated souls. They are called surabhi
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cows. There are many popular pictures showing
how Krsna loves the cows, how He embraces and
kisses them. That passive relationship with Krsna
is called $§anta. Their perfect happiness is achieved

when Krsna comes and simply touches them.

Other devotees are inclined to actually give
service. They think, “Krsna wants to sit down. I will
arrange a place for Him. Krsna wants to eat. I will
get Him some nice food.” And they actually make
these arrangements. Other devotees play with
Krsna as friends on equal terms. They do not know
that Krsna is God; to them, Krsna is their lovable
friend, and they cannot forget Him for a moment.
All day and all night, they think of Krsna. At night,
when they are sleeping they think, “Oh, in the
morning I shall go and play with Krsna.” And in the
morning they go to Krsna’s house and stand by
while Krsna is decorated by His mother before
going out to play with His friends in the fields.

Vgl

Gopas playing with Lord Krsna in the Forest

There is no other activity in Krsnaloka (Krsna’s
abode). There is no industry, no rushing to the
office or any such nonsense. There is sufficient milk
and butter, and everyone eats plentifully. Krsna is
very fond of His friends, and sometimes He enjoys
stealing butter for them. One can actually live this
way, and that is the perfection of existence. We
should hanker for that perfectional stage of life.
Krsna consciousness is the process to attain it.

But as long as one has even a slight
attachment for this material world, one has to
remain here. Krsna is very strict. He does not allow
anyone to enter into His association who has any
tinge of the material conception of life. Bhakti must
free from material contamination. Do not think, “I
am a very learned scholar. I shall find out what is
the Absolute Truth by mental speculation.” That is
nonsense; one can go on and on speculating and
will never find the source of all sources. It is said in
Brahma-sarhita, “One can go on speculating about
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the Absolute Truth for millions and millions of
years, and still it will not be revealed.” One can rot
in this material world as he is and can go on
speculating, but that is not the right process. Here
is the process—bhakti-yoga. &3

Lord Caitanya says that to render devotional
service to Krsna is the highest perfectional stage of
life, and compared to this, other things for which
people are hankering in this material world are like
bubbles in the ocean. Generally, people are after
rewards, and therefore they become religious. They
say, “l am a Hindu,” “I am a Christian,” “I am Jew,”
“I am Mohammedan,” “I am this, I am that, and
therefore I cannot change my religion. I cannot
accept Krsna.” This is called religiosity, dharma.
With such a materialistic, sectarian idea of religion,
they will rot in this material world, stuck to rituals
and faith. They are under the impression that if they
follow their religious principles, they will get
material prosperity. Of course, if one sticks to any
kind of religious faith, he will get facilities for

material life. s
Why do people want this material

prosperity? For sense gratification. They are
thinking, “I shall have a very nice wife. I shall have
very good children. I shall have a very good post. I
shall become president. 1 shall become prime
minister.” This is sense gratification. And when one
is frustrated and has seen that to be rich or to attain
the presidency cannot give him happiness, after
squeezing out all the taste of sex life, when he is
completely frustrated, then perhaps he takes to LSD
and tries to become one with the void. But this
nonsense cannot give happiness. Here is happiness:
one must approach Krsna. Otherwise, it will end in
LSD—confusion and roaming in impersonal void
concepts. People are frustrated. They must be
frustrated if they do not have genuine spiritual life
because a person is spiritual by nature.

How can anyone be happy without Krsna?
Suppose one is thrown into the ocean. How can he
be happy there? That is not for us. One may be a

very good swimmer, but how long will he be able to

swim? He eventually becomes tired and drowns.

We are spiritual by nature. How can we be happy
in this material world

Similarly, we are spiritual by nature. How
can we be happy in this material world? It is not
possible. But men are trying to remain here, making
so many temporary adjustments for survival. This
patchwork is not happiness. If one really wants
happiness, here is the process: one must attain love
of Godhead: Unless one can love Krsna, unless one
finishes with love for cats, dogs, country, nation and
society and instead concentrates his love on Krsna,
there is no question of happiness. Rapa Gosvami
has given a very nice example in this regard: There
are many drugs which saturate one with ideas or
hallucinations. But Rapa Gosvami says that unless
one tastes that final drug of love of Godhead, Krsna-
prema, he will have to be captivated by meditation,

impersonal monism, and so many other
distractions. U
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Lord Krsna and Balaram Stealing Butter
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Bhavagrahi Janardana

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Once there was a householder brahmana in
the city of Mithila, the capital of the kingdom of
Videha, named Srutadeva- he was a great devotee of
Lord Krsna. Because he was fully Krsna conscious
and always engaged in the service of the Lord, he
was completely peaceful in mind and detached from
all material attraction. He was very learned and had
no desire other than to be fully situated in Krsna
consciousness. Every day he would get the
necessities of life in just the quantity required, and

not more. W

The King of Mithila - Bahulasva was as good
a devotee as the brahmana. He was very well
established in his reputation as a good king, and he
was not at all ambitious to extend his kingdom for
the sake of sense gratification. As such, both the
brahmana and King Bahulasva remained pure
devotees of Lord Krsna in Mithila.

One day, Lord Krsna accompanied by the
great sages Narada, Vamadeva, Atri, Vyasadeva,
Parasurama, Asita, Aruni, Sukadeva, Brhaspati,
Kanva, Maitreya, Cyavana and others told His
driver, Daruka, to take His chariot into the capital
city of Mithila. They passed through many villages
and towns, and were received with great respect and
were offered articles in worship. When the citizens
saw the face of the Lord, it seemed to them that they
were drinking nectar through their eyes. When they
saw Krsna, all the ignorant misconceptions of their
lives dissipated. Simply by glancing over them the
Lord bestowed all good fortune upon them and
liberate them from all kinds of ignorance. In this
way, Lord Krsna gradually reached the kingdom of
Videha.

Bahulasva and Srutadeva also came and
immediately fell at the Lord’s lotus feet. With folded
hands, the King and the brahmana simultaneously
invited Lord Krsna and all the sages to their home.
In order to please both of them, Lord Krsna
expanded Himself into two and went to the houses
of each one of them; yet neither the King nor the
brahmana could understand that the Lord had gone
to the house of the other. Both thought that the
Lord had gone only to his own house. This
opulence is described in the revealed scriptures as
vaibhava-prakasa. When Lord Krsna married
sixteen thousand wives, He expanded Himself into
sixteen thousand forms, each one of them as
powerful as He Himself. Similarly, in Vrndavana,
when Brahma stole Krsna’s calves and cowherd
boys, Krsna expanded Himself into many new
calves and boys. wite
-

Bahulasva was astonished that so many great
sages, along with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, were personally present in his home and
began to thank Lord Krsna for His causeless mercy.
Feeling very much obliged and wanting to receive
his guests to the best of his ability, he called for nice
chairs and cushions, and Lord Krsna, along with all
the sages, sat down very comfortably. At that time,
King Bahulasva’s mind was very restless, not
because of any problems but because of great
ecstasy of love and devotion. His heart was filled
with love and affection for the Lord and His
associates, and his eyes were filled with tears of
ecstasy. He washed the feet of his divine guests, and
afterward he and his family members sprinkled the
water on their own heads. After this, he offered the
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guests nice flower garlands, sandalwood pulp,
incense, new garments, ornaments, lamps, cows
and bulls. In a manner just befitting his royal
position, he worshiped each one of them in this
way. When all had been fed sumptuously and were
sitting very comfortably, Bahulasva came before
Lord Krsna and caught His lotus feet. He placed
them on his lap and, while massaging the feet with
his hands, began to speak about the glories of the
Lord in a sweet voice. And after offering beautiful

prayers requested lord and the great sages and
brahmanas, to remain at his place for a few days so
that this family of the famous King Nimi may be
sanctified. Lord Krsna could not refuse the request
of His devotee, and thus He remained there for a few
days with the sages to sanctify the city of Mithila
and all its citizens. P

VA

( To be Continued....... )
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Namamrta

Fire will act, regardless of whether handled by an innocent child or
by someone well aware of its power. For example, if a field of straw
or dry grass is set afire, either by an elderly man who knows the
power of fire or by a child who does not, the grass will be burned to
ashes. Similarly, one may or may not know the power of chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra, but if one chants the holy name he will become
free from all sinful reactions. (SB 6.2.18 P)
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Interesting Analogies from Scriptures

Analogy 1 :-
An orphan is really poor because he has no one to take care of him, but a beloved son of a rich man, although

he appears to be on the same level as the orphan, is always under the vigilance of his capable father. A devotee
of the Lord, due to wrong association, sometimes imitates the fruitive workers. The fruitive workers want to
lord it over the material world. Similarly, a neophyte devotee foolishly thinks of accumulating some material
power in exchange for devotional service. Such foolish devotees are sometimes put into difficulty by the Lord
Himself. As a special favor, He may remove all material paraphernalia. (SB 1.5.19 P)
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Analogy 2 :-
When the President goes out in his particular car, we say, "There is the President." For the time being we

identify the car with the President. Similarly, less intelligent men who want to see God immediately without
necessary qualification are shown first the gigantic material cosmos as the form of the Lord, although the
Lord is within and without.. (SB1.3.31P) .

<&
Analogy 3 :-
The expert electrician can utilize the electrical energy for both heating and cooling by adjustment only.
Similarly, the external energy, which now bewilders the living being into continuation of birth and death, is
turned into internal potency by the will of the Lord to lead the living being to eternal life. When a living being
is thus graced by the Lord, he is placed in his proper constitutional position to enjoy eternal spiritual life.
(SB1.3.34 P).
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Pariprasna

Devotee: I read somewhere in your writings that in order to understand the confidential affairs of Radha
and Krsna one must serve the gopis who are servants of the gopis, and I assumed that you were a servant
of the gopis. Is that correct? Or... How do I serve the servants of the gopis?

Prabhupada: Gopis, they are not conditioned souls. They are liberated spirits. So first of all you have to come
out from this conditioned life. Then the question of serving gopi will come. Don't be at the present moment,
very eager to serve gopl. Just try to get out of your conditional life. Then time will come when you'll be able
to serve gopl. In this conditional stage we cannot serve anything. Krsna is performing it (everything?). But
Krsna gives us opportunities to accept service in this arca-marga. Just like we keep the Deity of Krsna, offer
prasada under regulation, under principle. So we have to make advance in this way, this chanting, hearing,

and worshiping in the temple, arati, offering
prasada. In this way, as we make advance,
then automatically Krsna will reveal to you
and you'll understand your position, how
you have to... Gopis means who are always,
constantly engaged in the service of the
Lord. So that eternal relationship will be
revealed. So we have to wait for that.
Immediately we cannot imitate serving
gopis. That's a good idea that you shall serve
gopi, but it will take time. Not immediately.
Immediately we have to follow the rules and
regulations and routine work. Yes. (Lecture
on Bhagavad-gita 2.8-12, LosAngeles,
November 27,1968)
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Crossword Puzzle

Across

Down

He appeared from shalagram shila
when Srila Gopala Bhatta Goswami
had the desire to have a deity

Srila Rupa Goswami carved th s
deities and gave them to Srila Jiva
Goswami for worshipping.

This deity was given to Shyamananda
Prabhu by Srimati Radharani Herself.

Curtain of this deity altar closes
every 15- 30 seconds

This is an iconic mandir established by
Srila Rupa Goswami. It is one of the
very popular and grand mandirs in
Vrindavan. The temple was razed by
Aurangzeb.

Srila Sanatan Goswami protected the
ship which was sinking, and so the
merchant who owned the ship built
a temple for this deity.

Third brother of Srila Rupa and
Srila Sanatana Goswamis

| Srila Madhupandita Goswami

worshipped this deities
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SATURDAY 24 4.30 PM - 8.30 PM
2024

RATHA ROUTE : FROM ELLIOT’S BEACH, BESANT NAGAR
TO DAKSHINA DWARAKA DHAM, THIRUVANMIYUR

We cordially invite you to participate in the annual
Sri Sri Rukmini Dwarakadhisha Ratha Yatra

DAKSINA DWARAKA DHAM

HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT CHENNAI
(SERVING THE MISSION OF HIS DIVINE GRACE A C BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA) - -
H.0.: #63, 1ST SEAWARD ROAD, VALMIKI NAGAR, THIRUVANMIYUR, CHENNAI-600041 DAKSINA DWARAKA DHAM
EXTENSION CENTER.: 308/5, STH BLOCK, THILAGAR ST. MOGAPPAIR WEST , CHENNAI - 600 037

@ www.hkmchennai.org unum/ Hare Krishna Movement Chennai




DAKSINA DWARAKA DHAM /\I
HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT CHENMAL L&_
CELEBRATES -

The Appearance Day of Sri Nityananda Prabhu

NDA ‘TRAYODASHI
Thursday 22 Fe;vor;;ry
&

"All are invited to come and
witness Navaratna seva (9
precious gem-like devotional
sevas) followed by Abhishekam
/ to Sri Sri Gaura Nitai.
-

LRy
Navaratna Sevas

"offering of precious gem-like sevas"

Vairam Heelakkal :
Paropakara : . Vandana
i
Huthu e "‘ | Vaiduryam
Smarana b, A Writya

Pavatham 4 Pushparagam

Kolam Manikyam ; Hama Seva
Kausala

Gomedam Marakatham
Maatya T Abhinaya

WARE RRISHNA HARE KETSHNA KEISHNA KRISHNA AR HARE WAKE BANA HARE BAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HAKE

MAR, 2024
MONDAY
Fasting till moon
rise ; _ ¥ P

.. Celebrations. 6.00 pm

MAHAP

=~ D8

a inaugurated the easiest performance of yajna,
namely the Sankirtana-yajna. -(5rila Probhupada)

: mm.pvmor_manm CHAITANY A

Sri Sri I(ri.sﬁ.ua Ru{mini Sat‘yaﬁﬁamﬂ

&\(1H & 86V LI IT6ToT
2 MFaULD
KALYANOTSAVAM _
SUNDAY, 3RD MARCH 2024 (3,

Celebrations 10 AM onwards

You are cordially invited to participate in this event for the pleasure of
Sri Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyabhama and get blessings of Their Lordships.

Sri Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyabhama
&\(H 55860 LLI T 60T
2 MHEF6LD
KALYANOTSAVAM __
~ SUNDAY, 7TH APRIL 2024

) i Celebrations 10 AM onwards

You are cordially invited to participate in this event for the pleasure of
Sri Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyabhama and get blessings of Their Lordships.

ARE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT CHENNAI \

MOVEMENT (SERVING THE MISSION OF HIS DIVINE GRACE A C BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA)
#63, 1ST SEAWARD ROAD, VALMIKI NAGAR, THIRUVANMIYUR, (NEAR MARUNDISWARAR TEMPLE) CHENNAI-600041

"i( KRISHNA

Nocw i owowoa
-

HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE
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